J 



r 



\ thf» PanPfwnfK RpriurHnn Art nf 1QQ* nn nor^nc flr» npnmrprt to rynnnH tn * rrdlortl 



< * 7RA09x^ stitute f0f form 1449A/PT0 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Application Number 


10/672 153 


Filing Date 


September 26, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Stephen M. Kruger 


Art Unit 


1772 


Examiner Name 


Thomas, Alexander S. 


VSheet I 1 | of [2 


Attorney Docket Number 


37850-2 / 



PTO/SB/08a (08-03 ) 
Approved tor use through 07/31/2008. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ULcoUefljOD nf inmrmatlnn imim ft ^ « ™iih omr mnfmi n,,^. 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite No. 1 


Document Number 

Number-Kind Code 1 v tMmi 


Publication Date 
MIWDD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 




1 


us-6,289,849 


09-18-2001 


Macedo et al. 






2 


us-6,055.942 


05-02-2000 


Romanak et al. 




f 




3 


us-6,024,054 


02-15-2000 


Matt et al. 








4 


us-5.967,095 


10-19-1999 


Greves 






fa 


5 


us-5,768,041 


06-16-1998 


Rudolph 








6 


us-D423,390 


04-25-2000 


Kontos 








7 


us-D403,841 


01-12-1999 


Drone 








8 


US-D376.215 


12-03-1996 


Gomm et al. 










us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- : 












us- ] 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials' 



Cite 

NO. 1 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code 3- Number 4 Kind Code 6 (if known) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



Examiner 
Signature^ 



Date 

Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial it reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
fPcoTrt d ". .1C 8 C ° P1 ! of thls torm wlm next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
^J. h ent ^".T.lf 1 T VW ^^: 90V * MPEP 901 04 3 Enter offlce •* tesued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese 
patent documents, foe indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 5 Kind of document by 

?mnsSb atta 8 C? $ " °" W ' P ° S ™ " 6 AppliCan, * ,0 pla <* 8 eheck ma * ■ 6^55 

neD-^'f 60 ' 1 °' ' ntomla,i °n Is f ^ uif ed by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 

SSGta^LSET' a " "S"" 0 *^ C ^ BS S^ ,S 90Vemed by 35 U SC 122 and 37 CFR 1 ™ 8 <* estimated to , tt*e 2 hours to Smplete 

L ?2S "SJE f % pWpa * 9, B S . subml,Mn a thB completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case Any Sards 
Z^JSSm^T l?c V^Ji m ,0m and/w 8U fl9 esttona «br reducing this burden, should b<Tsent to the Chief iXmatfM TSfflow uTpSS 

!?ll? dema '* mce ' U S - 0e P artme '« <" Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPETED .FORMS TO THB 
address, send TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. completed forms to THIS 

If you need assistance in completing the form, cat 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



American logalNel Inc. 
www.USCourtForms.com 



m \ 8 5 



PTO/SB/08b (08-03) 
Approved for use through 06/30/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1095, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/672,153 



September 26, 2003 



Stephen M. Kruger 



1772 



Thomas, Alexander S, 



V gheet 



Attorney Docket Number 



37850-2 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city 
and/or country where published. 



9 July 31 , 2003 Printout of web page at http://wvw.critterbeach.com/general/general2.html 



Examiner 

iflinnatiirn 



E5 



Date 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance and not considered 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U S Patent and Trademark 
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO This ADDRESS SEND TO' 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-B00-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



American LegaiNet Inc. 
www.USCourtForm8.com 



